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Choosing to carpet a room isn’t only 
about style, it’s about adding warmth 
and comfort to a home while ensuring 
the health of the household.

The feel and smell of a newly installed 
carpet can be compared to the iconic 
smell of a new car. Many fi nd it is luxuri-
ous, comforting and relaxing. One deep 
breath and they feel at home. Having 

new carpet installed instantly makes a 
home feel new again.

 With so many patterns, piles, 
textures and materials available, 
selecting the right type of carpet 

that lends itself to the appearance 
and cleanliness of the house, as well as 
the health of those living there, can be 
confusing. Different types of carpet 
is appropriate for people with aller-

gies, busy family lives, Central 
Oregon’s dusty conditions 

and those who prefer to pur-
chase sustainable prod-
ucts. 

When establishing a 
budget for carpet, hom-
eowners can consider 
different types of ma-
terials based on their 

needs. Synthetic materials, such as 
nylon, acrylic, polyester and polypro-
pylene, offer various levels of style and 
color options as well as soil and stain 
resistance and texture retention. Natural 
materials come from both animal and 
plant sources and include wool, jute and 
sisal, to name a few.

Carpet pile is another element that 
should be considered. The pile is the vis-
ible surface of a carpet. It is character-
ized by the length of its fi bers. Low-pile, 
for example, refers to carpet with short 
or low-lying fi bers, whereas high-pile 
carpet has longer fi bers. Pile also lends 
itself to design trends in homes.

“I am seeing people go back to low-pile 
and patterns after years of shags and 
frieze,” said Patricia Julber, owner of 
Complements Home Interiors.

Deciding on carpet depends on the style 
of the room in which it’s being installed. 
Both high- and low-pile shags are better 
in low-traffi c areas, for example. 

“If you don’t like to see footprints or 
vacuum marks, go with a tight loop,” 
said Martha Murray, owner of Martha 
Murray Design. 

Julber recommends selecting low-pile 
carpet for a formal home environment. 
In a casual setting, a frieze or a shag will 
complement the décor best. Berber car-

pet with thick loops works well in almost 
any home environment. 

For many families, selecting carpet 
that will remain beautiful throughout 
the years is important. Julber offers ad-
vice for homeowners in search of dura-
ble carpet that will last for years to come 
in the home of an active family.

“Nylon and wool wear best, especially 
when cared for properly,” Julber said.

Nylon carpet is the most durable, lon-
gest lasting material for most families, 
according to Julber. The fi bers in nylon 
carpet have a relatively hard texture 
which makes the carpet more durable 
and easy to clean. This is especially ben-
efi cial for high-traffi c homes and active 
families.

The price for nylon carpet can range 
from $25 a square yard up to $90 a 
square yard depending on style, quality 
and density.

Because of Central Oregon’s dry and 
dusty climate, Julber recommends vacu-
uming carpet at least once a week and 
shampooing the carpet once a year. 

From the love of the outdoors to the 
love of our pets, Central Oregon homes 
can accumulate myriad allergens.

The best carpet for people who suffer 
from allergies, according to Julber, is 
typically wool. 

“It is naturally hypoallergenic and ac-
tually absorbs indoor air pollution,” Jul-
ber said.

For individuals who are sensitive to 
natural fi bers, nylon is a good alterna-
tive. 

If members of the household are sen-
sitive to the chemicals in the backing of 
carpet, Julber recommends keeping win-
dows open as often as possible for about 
a week after the carpet is installed. 

Although carpet does not have a repu-

tation for being sustainable, certain lines 
of carpet that are more environmentally 
friendly are available on the market to-
day.

“Wool can be great because it’s a re-
newable resource,” said Murray. “Many 
are manufactured without dyes and use 
natural adhesives. And, it cleans well.” 

Pricing for hypoallergenic carpet man-
ufactured using natural products tend 
to be more expensive, ranging in price 
from $90 to $125 per square yard. 

“You want to consider the material, 
manufacturing process, the expected 
lifespan and the distance it is traveling 
to get to you,” said Murray. “Some syn-
thetic carpets have cleaner manufactur-
ing processes than others, might contain 
some recycled products and have some 
kind of reclamation process for waste.” 

These green synthetic carpet options 
are less expensive at about $40 to $50 a 
square yard. 

To determine if a carpet is environ-
mentally friendly, The Carpet and Rug 
Institute (CRI) established the Green 
Label Plus certifi cation. This voluntary 
industry testing program for carpet and 
adhesive products set high standards for 
carpet chemical emissions which impact 
the quality of indoor air.

Once material and style have been 
selected, color comes into play. Carpet 
colors vary widely from solids to multi-
color designs. Multi-colored styles tend 
to hide dirt better.

Though neither Murray nor Julber 
has a particular carpet that sells more 
or less, many homeowners are sure to 
fi nd carpet that suites their needs. For 
budget-minded and health-conscious 
homeowners, carpet can be a viable op-
tion for creating warm, inviting spaces 
in virtually any home.  

Today’s most popular carpet styles offer warmth and comfort, 
even in homes where allergies are an issue.

Although carpet does not have a 
reputation for being sustainable, 

certain lines of carpet that are 
more environmentally friendly are 

available on the market today.

2989 NE Hope Drive - $299,900
Another new construction in popular 
Oakview Subdivision. The ‘Ultra’ floor 
plan lives large, living room with gas 
fireplace, 1811 sq. ft., 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths 
and a large family room. Features include 
hardwood floors, wood cabinetry, stainless 
steel appliances and wainscoting. Fantastic 
covered front porch, perfect for visiting 
neighbors or sitting out on a lazy afternoon. 
Location is ideal for being close to shopping 
and hospital, yet in a quiet neighborhood. 
To be completed in December.
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CHANGE YOUR CAREER... CHANGE YOUR LIFE
Have you thought of a career in real estate?

A career that would be fun, exciting & open new doors?

Learn about how you obtain a real estate license.  ›  What you can earn.  ›  Are you a good fit for this career field? 
Fast paced & information packed seminar featuring a panel of experienced agents.
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Lavishly Appointed Home in SE Bend
Nestled among the pine trees in SE Bend 
is this 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2,026 sq. ft. 
home with a 2-car garage in charming, 
family-friendly South Briar by Hayden 
Homes. Enjoy generous upgrades including 
backyard landscaping, cedar fencing, black 
GE kitchen appliance package with gas self-
cleaning range, fireplace with surrounding 
tile, staggered oak kitchen cabinetry, gas 
BBQ stub, garage door opener, knotty alder 
front door, a comfortable den, and much 
more for the asking price of $224,990.
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